Attachment C – Proposed Revisions to Externship-Internal Clinical Experiences

Chapter V Evaluation Standards Applicable to All Educational Programs
V.B.4.a.
Externship sites and/or internal clinical experiences are available to serve the diverse needs of a program(s) (for applicable programs). 

Prior to initial assignment of students to an externship/internal clinical site, a documented evaluation by an individual with background in the discipline is made to ensure that a viable environment exists for an effective learning experience and provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate required competencies. A program administrator maintains current, signed clinical affiliation agreements. 
V.B.4.b. 
A program has clinical externship sites and/or internal clinical experiences to meet its goals and objectives. 

Clinical Externship and/or internal clinical experieinces are available for all enrolled students as they progress to that portion of the program. Students do not wait for externships or clinical sites and back-up sites are available to ensure that the educational process is continuous. If any clinical externship experience may occur beyond a customary and usual commuting distance to the location where the student receives the remainder of the program instruction, students are informed and agree in writing to the arrangement prior to enrollment. 

Internal clinical experiences are normally used for programs that do not lend themselves to a traditional clinical externship experience.  In all such cases, it is up to the institution to demonstrate why a clinical externship experience is not being used and how the internal clinical experience is providing the required practice to enhance student competencies.
A monitoring plan exists to ensure that: 

a.
Students are oriented to the facility and the daily routine of the facility.

b.
Students initially observe activities and procedures and then begin to perform tasks and procedures. 

c. 
A clinical externship and/or internal clinical experience includes assisting staff members with daily tasks, while under the supervision of staff. 

d. 
As their externship and/or internal clinical experience progresses, students move into an array of different tasks and procedures. Student case logs or checklists are maintained to ensure a variety of tasks performed. 

e.
Students do not replace or substitute for existing staff while participating in clinical externships and/or internal clinical experiences.

f.
There is a system in place by which completed externship and/or internal clinical hours are monitored by the student, on-site supervisor, and externship coordinator to ensure that all requirements are met.
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