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Many thanks to all those who attended the National Conference on Allied Education sponsored by the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES) in February. I certainly hope that you enjoyed your time and learned something new!  Here is a short recap of the conference:

Annual Membership Meeting

The following was included in the Annual Membership Meeting brochure provided to all attendees and reported by commissioners at the annual Membership Meeting:

●
Welcoming Comments – ABHES Chair, Guy Euliano, opened the membership meeting with introductions of commissioners and staff and several announcements including ABHES’ plans for expansion of scope to accredit at the bachelor’s degree level.

●
Financial Condition – The most recent financial audit (October 1, 2008-September 30, 2009) was presented by ABHES Treasurer, Florence Tate, who noted continued financial stability and growth on the part of ABHES. To date, ABHES has an accredited membership of 308 with end-of-year total unrestricted net assets reported on the audit of $2,642,071.

●
Review of 2009 – A discussion of 2009 ABHES activities was conducted by Michael Schafer, ABHES Commissioner at Large, with focus on the January 14, 2010, ABHES Bulletin which included a notice of final approval of Pharmacy Technology program-specific standards, a Call for Comment on several proposed changes, and general information.  If you do not recall receiving this notice, or if you did not attend the Membership Meeting, visit www.abhes.org, Recent News link, to review the ABHES Bulletin entitled Commission Actions. 

●
New Accreditation Standards – The new Accreditation Manual, 16th edition, is effective July 1, 2010. As reported by Michael White, ABHES Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs, The Accreditation Manual has gone through extensive revisions, including, re-organizing into separate chapters the evaluation standards that address overall institutional operations (Chapter IV)  from the evaluation standards that each and every separate, educational program must meet (Chapter V).  Those who only hold programmatic accreditation with ABHES (medical assisting, medical laboratory technology and/or surgical technology) and are institutionally accredited by another recognized agency will no longer be required to demonstrate compliance with Chapter IV. 

● 
Commissioner Elections – The following individuals won election to the ABHES Commission for 3-year terms beginning July 1, 2010, by the ABHES membership:

Name: Jim Buffington
Position:  President, Career Networks Institute, Costa Mesa, California
Jim currently serves as an ABHES commissioner, having been appointed to complete the term of a previously elected commissioner.  He is active in the California Association of Private Postsecondary Schools, having served as its president.  Jim oversees the daily operation of Career Networks Institute and owns another institution specializing in cosmetology, both of which were founded by he and his wife.

Name: Randall Nikola
Position:   President and Director, Healing Mountain Massage School, Utah
Randy currently serves as an ABHES commissioner, having been appointed to complete the term of a previously elected commissioner.  He is past president of the Utah chapter of the American Massage Therapy Association.  Randy continues to serve as an instructor at his institution in massage therapy.  He has served ABHES as a program specialist and as a team leader on accreditation visits.

Other Highlights
A riveting opening video presentation that included many photos of students attending ABHES-accredited institutions and programs opened the conference. We thank all who provided so many great photos for this session!  The video is posted on the ABHES Homepage at www.abhes.org.  
Dr. Howard Block, Equity Analyst, Banc of America Securities in San Francisco, California, provided this year’s keynote address which focused on student-consumers and the need for them to be more cognizant of the probable outcomes from higher education. Dr. Block’s presentation was followed by Recipient of the Master Teacher Award, Mr. David McCreight, Surgical Technology Clinical Coordinator for American Career College in Los Angeles, California, and sponsored by Elsevier, then provided his comments on his successful teaching strategies.  An expanded schedule this year provided 12 break-out sessions, including two repeats to afford attendees more option, and two receptions, and allowed attendees extended time to visit with exhibitors and each other.  We thank all of our presenters and exhibitors for jobs well done!
While snow hampered the travel plans of a few of our Washington, D.C., presenters and likely some others, we are thankful for their great attempts to get out of their homes for flights to Las Vegas, but things were simply not moving fast enough!  We were pleased to receive and review written comments prepared for the audience just prior to her scheduled appearance by Dr. Judith Eaton, President of the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). And, while not a perfect replacement and with some rather stressful last minute juggling, we were thankful to be able to host our colleagues Dr. Sharon Bob and Tom Netting via telephone conference, for the Federal Potpourri session, with Brian Moran from the Career College Association present in person to provide his input and respond to questions.  The dedication and patience exhibited by this panel and its moderator, Larkin Hicks, was beyond the call of duty and is very much appreciated. Of course, the acceptance of the audience of the natural situation that prevented the last day of the conference from running as the conference program suggested was fabulous.  The Federal Potpourri session, which includes extremely important information, is also posted on the ABHES Website, www.abhes.org (Recent News, National Conference Highlights link). Please be sure to review this vital document.
The conference ended with an exceptional Awards Ceremony highlighting ABHES’ “Zero Violation Schools” for 2009, Evaluator of the Year, Outstanding Service, Golf Tournament awards, and the introduction of the recipient of the Richard L. Luebke Scholarship. Ms. Sharonda Saddler, student at Allied College in College Heights, Missouri, provided an emotional acceptance speech as she accepted the $10,000 scholarship award. We thank all who made contributions to this scholarship in honor of Mr. Luebke, a very special man and long-time ABHES commissioner.  

Again, on behalf of ABHES, I extend my thanks to all who attended, or tried to attend, the conference making it the largest and, based upon survey results, successful conference to date! Stay tuned for information on the 2011 conference.
