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Memorandum

TO:

ABHES-accredited Institutions and Programs

FROM:
Carol Moneymaker, Executive Director

DATE:

May 18, 2010

SUBJECT:
Proposed Revisions to ABHES Bylaws – Comments Are Due June 18, 2010
The ABHES Commission recently approved the following revisions to its Bylaws for comment by the membership.  The proposed revisions, in red, attempt to accomplish the following:

(i) Revise the definition of Public Member to be consistent with the requirements of the U.S. Department of Education.

(ii) Clarify the timing of election of officers so that it follows the commissioner elections held at the annual membership meeting (typically February) and/or appointments done by commissioner ballot shortly thereafter.  It is important that the commissioners know who will sit on the Commission as of the first regular meeting of the Commission (typically July) for the purpose of voting for officers prior to that meeting.
Section 4.6.1.   Specific Appointed Seats and Qualifications. 

(no recommended changes to a-c)
(d)
Appointed Seats 4 and 5 - Public Member.  As provided for in the United State’s Secretary of Education’s Recognition Regulations for Accrediting Agencies, a Public Member is defined by ABHES as an individual who is not (1) An employee, member of the governing board, owner, or sharehold​er of, or consultant to, an institution or program that is accredited by ABHES or has applied for accredita​tion, or (2) A spouse, parent, child, or sibling of an individual identified in paragraph (1) of this definition.


An individual who is neither a healthcare related practitioner nor directly affiliated with health-care related education as defined in the Glossary of Definitions to the ABHES Accreditation Manual as provided for in the Secretary of Education’s Recognition Regulations for Accrediting Agencies, 34 C.C.R § 602.3 .  

Section 4.11.   Regular Meetings.  At least two regular meetings of the Commission are held each calendar year, at such time, day, and place as shall be designated by the Commission, for the purpose of taking accreditation actions, discussing pertinent policies affecting ABHES and its members, and transacting such other business as may come before the Commission.  

The annual business meeting of the Commission shall be the last meeting of the calendar year.  The agenda of that meeting shall may include consideration of the ABHES fiscal year-end audit and future budget considerations the election of a new Chair and other officers; the appointment of committees,Bylaws, and the transaction of such other business as may come before the Commission.

Section 5.2.   Election of Officers.  The officers shall be elected by the Commission prior to the first regular Commission meeting at such a meeting time as the Commission deems appropriate.  The Officer Nominating Committee, described in Section 6.2.3 of these Bylaws, shall prepare a list of candidates after receiving input from each commissioner.  The Officer Nominating Committee shall conduct its deliberations on a confidential basis.  Six (6) commissioners shall constitute a quorum for purposes of electing officers.  Election shall be by a majority vote of the commissioners voting.

 
Section 5.3.   Term of Office.  The officers of ABHES shall be installed at the July meeting of the Commission at which they are elected and shall hold office for a one-year term, or until their respective successors are duly elected and qualified.  Without limitation, an individual may be elected to any office for which he or she is otherwise eligible notwithstanding having served previously in that or another office.
***

If you have any comments regarding the proposals above, please send them to me at cmoneymaker@abhes.org or by mail or facsimile to the ABHES office by June 18, 2010.

