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Memorandum 

TO: 

ABHES-Accredited Institutions and Programs 

Recognized Accrediting Agencies 

State Departments of Education 

Kay Gilcher, U.S. Department of Education 

Interested Parties 

FROM: 
Carol Moneymaker, Executive Director 

DATE: 
February 6, 2011 

SUBJECT: 
Final Revisions to Accreditation Manual Glossary of Definitions

Regarding Distance Education Effective Immediately 

The Commission considered comments received regarding its December 22, 2011, notice of proposed changes to the Accreditation Manual. After careful consideration of all comments received, the Commission acted to approve the changes to the Glossary of Definitions regarding distance education.  The revisions are effective immediately, and are listed below in blue, with deletions struck in red and existing language in black.
Glossary of Definitions

Asynchronous Instruction -- Instruction that eliminates boundaries of time and place. Students and instructors do not have to participate simultaneously.
Asynchronous Instruction – There is no requirement for learners and instructor to interact in real time.
Blended Delivery -- See Distance Education (Blended)

Distance Education (Blended) -- Incorporation of both traditional on-campus and distance learning within a course (sometimes called hybrid course) or program of study (sometimes called hybrid program).
Distance Education (Full) -- All coursework within a program is delivered via distance education. Even if a program has an on-ground laboratory, clinical or externship experience for its students at remote locations, the program is defined by ABHES as a complete distance education program. If any portion of the program is delivered on the institution’s campus, the program would be defined as “blended.” (Students, please note that a distance education program may require an on-ground component at an off-campus facility, such as an externship at a hospital.)
Hybrid Course or Program -- See Distance Education (Blended)

Laboratory for Distance Education Programs -- Depending upon the content, a hands-on laboratory class may be taught in a simulated laboratory on the campus; online or using technologies outlined under the distance education definition in the Glossary; or, via a remote or off-campus facility where the student is instructed by a designated preceptor. This differs from an externship or clinical training in that the student is actively instructed and is learning the procedures, not just supervised while working or performing tasks.
Learning Management System (LMS) -- A platform or software application for the administration and management of online distance education courses, activities and resources.

Synchronous Instruction -- Real-time instruction that allows for immediate response and interaction. Simultaneous participation of students and instructor, without constraints of location. ABHES does not require distance education students and instructors to interact in real-time.
Synchronous Instruction -- Synchronous literally means “at the same time”. Instructor and students are able to communicate with each other in “real time”, for example, a classroom setting, through video conferencing, or interactive television
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