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**REVISED**
January 31, 2012
To:  All ABHES Accredited Institutions and Programs

Re:  Terms of office for Commission Seats / Call for nominations
Please take note of the following announcement:

Pursuant to its authority under Section 4.7 of the Bylaws, the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools has acted to extend the terms of existing Commission seats by one year in order to provide for continuity of the ABHES Commission.  Under ordinary circumstances, terms of office are staggered to assure that no more than approximately one third of seats will be occupied by new Commissioners at any one time.  This staggering of term expirations allows for continuity in the interpretation and application of important policies, procedures and standards.  Unusual circumstances coming together this year included the addition of two new Commission seats and the resignation of one Commissioner, with the result that as many as six of thirteen Commission seats might be occupied by a new Commissioner at this year’s summer meeting.  The one-time extension of the terms of sitting Commissioners by one year returns the Commission to its planned staggering of term expirations to provide that not more than approximately one third of seats may be occupied by a new Commissioner at any time in the foreseeable future. 

Call for Commissioner Nomination:

Pursuant to the previous call for nominations, the Commissioner Nominating Committee is continuing to accept nominations for Elected Seat 5 – Educator in a Specialty Area.  A candidate for this position must be currently and primarily employed in an academic position at a postsecondary institution accredited by an agency recognized by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education in a health-care related field for which ABHES is recognized as a programmatic accreditor by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education.   Thus, the person who fills this position must currently be primarily employed in an academic position in a medical assisting, surgical technology or medical laboratory program. This call for nominations will close when the Commissioner Nominating Committee has identified one or more qualified candidates.  If a qualified candidate is nominated and presented to the membership by **February 3, 2012, then the election will be completed by an electronic ballot.  The results of the election will be presented at the ABHES Membership Meeting on Thursday, February 23, 2012 as part of the Ninth Annual Conference on Allied Health Education in Las Vegas.  As a result of the action taken to extend existing terms to provide continuity, this is the only elected seat to be filled at this time.
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