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From: Carol Moneymaker, Executive Director

Date: May 6, 2011

Subject: Surgical Technology Programs

The Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES) has confirmed that beginning 
July 31, 2011, the Program Assessment Exam (PAE), sponsored by the Association of Surgical 
Technologists (AST) will have been phased out and no longer offered.  The PAE is being 
replaced by the Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) exam, offered through the National Board 
of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA).  The NBSTSA is a nationally 
recognized credentialing organization for surgical technology and surgical assisting and is 
accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA).

While the NBSTSA does not require students or graduates to sit for the CST, ABHES standards 
pertaining to program assessment in surgical technology, recently revised anticipating this 
change, require the following (see ST.A.1. of the Accreditation Manual):

The program administers a nationally-recognized assessment examination developed through an 
accredited testing organization in the field of surgical technology. The examination is used as 
the program's primary quality indicator, producing relevant and usable data. It is designed to 
assess curricular quality and to measure the students’ overall achievement in the program 
according to the Core Curriculum. 

The examination is completed by each student prior to the conclusion of the program and is to be 
administered one time only per student. In all cases an identified proctor is used to provide 
direction and monitor the students during testing, following commonly-accepted practices for the 
integrity and effectiveness of testing. The scores will measure the quality of the program’s 
outcomes.

We understand that the CST is currently the only exam in the surgical technology field that 
meets the recognition requirements outlined above.
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ABHES is allowing for a transition period realizing that some programs continue to use the PAE.  
However, for the next ABHES annual reporting period, beginning July 1, 2011, accredited 
programs must comply with the program assessment requirements outlined above. For 
initial applicants for accreditation, the NBSTSA is currently in the early stages of developing an 
examination as an outcomes tool specifically for those programs in the accreditation process, so 
that they may also test their students/graduates for outcomes compliance. This examination will 
only be available to these defined programs.

You are reminded that the updated Core Curriculum for Surgical Technology has been released 
and can be found at www.ast.org/store.  Programs accredited by ABHES are strongly encouraged 
to begin implementing the new requirements of the 6th Edition Core Curriculum (CCST6e) as 
compliance will be required by January 1, 2013.  

Please contact me at cmoneymaker@abhes.org or at 866.463.0717 with any questions. Thank 
you.


